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Responsibility of architecture

Architecture is a responsible profession – we can hear it at different forums. Responsibility requires morality. The  individual is free to decide for what he or she takes responsibility.

Responsible architecture – what does it mean? We  build our comfortable and safe  homes and cities with diligent work, but too often against nature. Can we talk about responsible architecture if artificial environment destroys the natural one? If the built environment and the sustaining of it exhausts natural resources, threatens wild life, ruins the chances of future generations, and their quality of life, and causes environmental pollution, climate change?

Walt Whitman (1819-1982) the famous american poet wrote more than one hundred years ago: „It is the nature of things, that every realisation, every success – whatever success – brings to the surface something, which will require even more effort”. This  is the dilemma of our age.

Architects face new challenges. When we talk about the responsibility of architecture, we are talking about today and not tomorow. Responsibility requires consciousness. Postmodern technocratic societies have to create the possibility of  lowest possible energy use of buildings, cities and  infrastructure, to save environment.

Architecture has to use traditional, cosmic wisdom together with newest technological achievements in a creative, artistic way. Architects have to seek and explore the ways and methods, with which decentralized, autonomous, natural, sustainable buildings and cities can be created. Buildings and cities, which will no more waste energy and natural resources, but utilize renewable sources (Sun, earth, air, water and vegetation).

Architecture has to integrate renewable energies and traditional wisdom in an organic way. We have to set exact targets to reduce significantly the CO2 emission of buildings. This approach has to appear in the Universities and different schools, as well as in building codes, qualifications, regulations. The use of renewable energies should be supported directly and indirectly.

We beleive that energy waste in buildings belongs to the past, and change has  started. We beleive that architecture of the 21st century means low-energy buildings, passive houses, zero emission and plus energy houses.

„Renewable Sources in the Built Environment 

towards a Sustainable Future” UIA-MÉSZ work programme, Hungary
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